
 

 
November 21, 2020 

  
North Carolina Task Force for Racial Equity in Criminal Justice (TREC) 
Josh Stein, Attorney General, State of North Carolina, Co-Chair 
Anita S. Earls, Associate Justice, Supreme Court of North Carolina, Co-Chair 

  
Via Email 

Subject: State Drug Policy Reforms 

Dear General Stein, Justice Earls, and Task Force Members and Staff: 

On behalf of the not-for-profit Community Impact NC (CINC), thank you for your efforts to 
advance racial equity and justice. Established in 1982, CINC’s mission is to prevent substance 
misuse through education, community and environmental strategies, and policy advocacy. 

We agree with General Stein’s comment that one “cannot talk about improving racial equity in 
our criminal justice system without talking about marijuana.” As you prepare to deliver your 
recommendations to Governor Cooper, we would like you to consider our perspectives as set 
forth below. 

Adequate, long-term funding is critical to the success of public-health-focused drug 
policy.  

Drug policy reforms must be carefully crafted and implemented to avoid negative 
impacts on children, disadvantaged individuals and communities, and residential 
neighborhoods. 

Public-health-focused drug policy is premised upon prevention; meaningful therapeutic 
interventions; harm reduction; access to treatment for substance use disorders (SUDs), 
including marijuana use disorder; and recovery support. 

● Health insurance enrollment is essential to SUD treatment access. 
● Enforcement of behavioral health parity laws is essential to SUD treatment access and 

quality. 
● Schools, universities, employers, faith communities, social service providers, crisis 

phone lines, 911 call centers, emergency medical personnel, emergency departments, 
law enforcement, and corrections personnel should all be prepared to offer immediate 
therapeutic interventions and “warm handoffs” to SUD treatment.  
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It is essential that individuals being released from correctional settings and re-entering 
society have access to the following services: 

● Safe and clean housing, including substance-free residences for persons in SUD 
treatment or recovery; we propose collaborative relationships between criminal justice 
agencies and housing authorities; 

● Food assistance; 
● Financial and employment supports; 
● Health care, including treatment for mental illness and SUDs; we recommend enrolling 

re-entering persons in Medicaid prior to their release; and 
● Other social services as necessary, such as peer recovery support for individuals in 

recovery. 

Responses to substance use among people under 21 years of age should be 
non-punitive, therapeutic, and incorporate early interventions, family and community 
programs, counseling, and treatment as necessary to meet individual needs. 

Data collection, analysis, and reporting are crucial to the ability to respond rapidly to the 
unintended consequences of drug policy. 

Vigorous enforcement of impaired driving, public nuisance, and other health and safety 
laws is essential to the wellbeing of individuals and communities and requires adequate 
state and local funding.  We recommend drug recognition and/or phlebotomy training for 
law enforcement officers as other states of comparable size and population have 
implemented. 

Penalties for prohibited substance-related conduct should be strong enough to support 
pre-arrest diversion and drug court programs, which offer SUD treatment as an 
alternative to punishment. 

State law should require that substances of misuse be formulated, packaged, secured, 
labeled, and marketed in ways intended to prevent adolescent use, warn of potential drug 
interactions and poisonings, and provide emergency phone numbers. 

Finally, in the event a state task force on marijuana decriminalization is formed, we ask that a 
representative of our organization be included in its membership. Once again, thank you. 

  

Sincerely, 
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